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frontier, but with, a pestiferous climate, to which the
naturalist Henri Mouhot fell a victim in 1861 ; Korat,
also a future railway centre, on the plateau north-east of
Bangkok, about the water-parting between the Meinam
and Mekhong basins. On the south-east, not far from
the Cambodian frontier, is the important seaport of Chanta-
bun, which gives access to the rich mineral districts of the
provinces of Ghantabun and Battambang. Lately mining
operations have been centred chiefly at Payrinh, midway
between Chantabun and Battambang; but rubies and
sapphires, as well as jade, topazes, and other costly
stones, appear to abound in the whole region. In 1893
the French seized Chantabun, but later restored it, taking
in exchange the Siamese districts of Battambang, Siem
Eeap, and Sisophon about the Cambodian frontier
(Treaty of 1907).

In Tongkin and Annam the towns everywhere
present a somewhat uniform type, consisting for the most
part of clusters of villages grouped together within an
outer enclosure of walls and moats, and defended by a
huge citadel, often spacious enough to contain the whole
population. In the villages the houses are thatched with
palm-leaves, and built with a watling of bamboos and
mud, the interior being disposed in a number of low
platforms used as tables by day and bedsteads by night.
Every village has its communal hall set apart for muni-
cipal and general purposes, and a similar reception-room
usually occupies the centre of the richer dwellings, being
fitted with a central table, arm-chairs, a shrine at the
back, and sleeping stands on either side. These houses
are generally built of wood or bricks and roofed with
tiles, and the streets even of the smallest hamlets are at
least clean and orderly, presenting in this respect a
favourable contrast to the iilthy towns of China and
Korea. The urban nomenclature* however, is exceedingly